
         June 4, 2020 

Dear Parents, 

          

Research has shown that students who do not read over the summer lose up to three months of 

reading progress, and that loss has a cumulative effect. The fall becomes catch-up, rather than 

forge ahead.  This summer, we are encouraging our students to take part in the 2020 Governor’s 

Reading Challenge. This link will also be on the school website. Due to the pandemic, continuing 

reading will be more crucial than ever! 

  

At the Governor’s Reading Challenge, hyperlinked above, there are grade specific links provided 

by the Connecticut Department of Education. Students may use the list for the grade they are 

entering in the fall, if wished, as a guide when selecting reading material throughout the summer. 

Your child may also choose to read any other book of their choice or books that have been 

suggested by your child’s teacher. Scholastic also has many different leveled books for your 

child’s reading pleasure.  To search for books on your child’s reading level (ask your teacher your 

child’s level if unsure), try https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/bookwizard/, using DRA level 

on the top menu bar (ask your teacher for your child’s level). Both are hyperlinked above for you. 

They have a summer reading challenge as well! 

    

As a participating school, we are required to report to the CT Department of Education the total 

number of books read by SSES students in the fall when the students return to school. This year, 

the Easton Public Library has a new system to record your child’s reading over the summer that 

will assist us with the tallying.  For the last two years, a small gift and certificate was presented to 

two students with the highest number of books read at each grade level, and that will be the case 

next fall as well.  LOTS of incentives to read!  Last year our numbers were way up!  Let’s beat it! 

  

We strongly encourage you to have your child use the Easton Public Library’s Program to 

record your child’s summer reading, as ”The Governor's Summer Reading Challenge supports 

community programs run by local public libraries.” This year the Library is offering an online 

logging system. It can be found on their website at Easton Public Library Summer Reading 

Program!  The Easton Public Library is offering curbside pickup this year! 

 

The Easton Public Library has some amazing incentives going this year! The theme is READ 

AROUND THE WORLD. READ. DO. GO. READ AROUND THE WORLD = 24,901 miles. READ: 

The library is offering curbside pickup, patrons can request physical Library books and materials, 

in addition to using their Digital Library! We’re encouraging our summer readers to read a 

minimum of 20 minutes EVERY DAY! We know you can do it, and maybe even more! Every book 

read will count as 10 miles. Remember to log your books on the Library's Summer Reading 

Adventure webpage, and EPL will count your miles. In the spirit of gratitude, the library is focusing 

on giving back to our wonderful community. Your Read Around the World miles will go toward 

donations made by the EPL to two local charities: The Easton Animal Shelter and Mikey’s Way!  

 

Here’s how it works: 
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 Students print and fill out a BINGO card found on the EPL’s Summer Reading Adventure 

webpage. Contact them if you need a hard copy.  

 Some BINGO boxes will be blank and can be filled in by you with your own experiences 

or books read, and other boxes will contain activities to complete.  

 Each BINGO earns points. BINGO points earn readers raffle tickets for a chance to win 

Grand Prizes in the form of gift cards to some of our local partners or an in-house prize, 

i.e., your name on a book plate inside the book of your choice in the Library’s collection. 

 BINGO Cards must be turned in by August 27th to earn a chance at an in-house prize or 

raffle tickets for the Grand Prize drawings.  

 THE GRAND PRIZE DRAWINGS WILL TAKE PLACE ON AUGUST 28TH AND 

WINNERS WILL BE NOTIFIED BY EMAIL. 

 Extra points will be awarded for reading goals reached and exceeded. Kids who reach 

their reading goals will also receive a free book at the end of the summer. 

Reading Goals: 

Entering grades K-1 = 21 books read 

Entering grades 2-3 = 14 books read 

Entering grades 4-5 = 7 books read 

 

DO: Some examples of a DO activity might be to find a cookie recipe to bake or create an art 

piece. 

GO: You could go to a beach, park, or zoo. If that’s not possible, take a walk around your 

neighborhood or look around your yard and count the different colors you see, or the different bird 

songs you hear. While doing any of these activities, look for reading opportunities. This could 

include reading the informational plaques or panels at the park or zoo, or after your day of fun, 

doing some research on something you saw.  

 

We hope that this will be an exciting summer and that we will all be able to 

READ AROUND THE WORLD: READ. DO. GO. and have a lot of fun. If you have any questions 

about the 2020 Governor’s Summer Reading Challenge or how to record your child’s 

reading throughout the summer, the staff at the Easton Public Library can help. Everything you 

need is hyperlinked within this letter for you!  Should you desire further information about the 

challenge, please point your browser to: 

http://portal.ct.gov/SDE/CTRead/Connecticut-Reads.  Happy Reading!!! 

  

Sincerely, 

  

  

  

Karen Woodford 

Reading Interventionist 
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